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PLEADING GUILTY, COHEN IMPLICATES PRESIDENT 


‘In coordination with and at the direction of a candidate for federal office’ 


In Manafort Trial, 
Conviction on 8 


of 18 Charges 


By SHARON LaFRANIERE 


ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Paul 
Manafort, President Trump’s for- 
mer campaign chairman, was 
convicted on Tuesday in his finan- 
cial fraud trial, bringing a dra- 
matic end to a politically charged 
case that riveted the capital. 

The verdict was a victory for 
the special counsel, Robert S. 
Mueller III, whose prosecutors in- 
troduced extensive evidence that 
Mr. Manafort hid millions of dol- 
lars in foreign accounts to evade 
taxes and lied to banks repeatedly 
to obtain millions of dollars in 
loans. 

Mr. Manafort was convicted of 
five counts of tax fraud, two 
counts of bank fraud and one 
count of failure to disclose a for- 
eign bank account. The jury was 
unable to reach a verdict on the re- 
maining 10 counts, and the judge 
declared a mistrial on those 
charges. 

Kevin Downing, a lawyer for 
Mr. Manafort, said the defense 
was “disappointed” by the verdict 
and that his client was “evaluating 
all of his options at this point.” 

Peter Carr, a spokesman for Mr. 
Mueller’s office, declined to com- 
ment. 

The verdict was read out in 
United States District Court in Al- 
exandria, Va., only minutes after 
Michael D. Cohen, Mr. Trump’s 
former fixer, pleaded guilty in fed- 
eral court in Manhattan to vio- 
lating campaign finance law and 
other charges. 

Mr. Manafort’s trial did not 
touch directly on Mr. Mueller’s in- 
quiry into Russian interference in 
the 2016 election or on whether 
Mr. Trump has sought to obstruct 
the investigation. 

But it was the first test of the 
special counsel’s ability to pros- 
ecute a case in a federal court- 
room amid intense criticism from 
the president and his allies that 
the inquiry is a biased and unjusti- 
fied witch hunt. And the outcome 
had substantial political implica- 
tions, if only in denying Mr. Trump 
more ammunition for his cam- 
paign to discredit Mr. Mueller. 

Before and during the trial, Mr. 
Trump both sought to defend Mr. 
Manafort as a victim of prosecu- 
torial overreach and to distance 
himself from him, saying that Mr. 
Manafort had worked for him only 

Continued on Page A12 
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Michael D. Cohen testified “that Donald Trump directed him to commit a crime,” his lawyer said. 


A One-Two Punch Puts Trump Back on His Heels 


This article is by Mark Landler, 
Michael D. Shear and Maggie Ha- 
berman. 


WASHINGTON — In two 
courtrooms 200 miles apart on 
Tuesday, President Trump’s 

almost daily at- 

NEWS tempts to dismiss 
ANALYSIS the criminal investi- 

gations that have 
engulfed his White House all but 
collapsed. 

Mr. Trump has long mocked 
the investigations as “rigged 
witch hunts,” pursued by Demo- 
crats and abetted by a dishonest 
news media. But even the presi- 
dent’s staunchest defenders 


acknowledged privately that the 
legal setbacks he suffered within 
minutes of each other could open 
fissures among Republicans on 
Capitol Hill and expose Mr. 
Trump to the possibility of im- 
peachment. 

In Manhattan, Michael D. 
Cohen, the president’s former 
lawyer, admitted in court that Mr. 
Trump directed him to break 
campaign finance laws by paying 
off two women who said they had 
sexual relationships with Mr. 
Trump. And in Alexandria, Va., a 
jury found Mr. Trump’s former 
campaign chairman, Paul Man- 
afort, guilty of eight counts of tax 
and bank fraud — the most sig- 


nificant victory yet for the spe- 
cial counsel, Robert S. Mueller 
III. 

A president who has labored 
under the cloud of investigations 
from almost the moment he took 
office, Mr. Trump now faces an 
increasingly grim legal and 
political landscape. Mr. Mueller 
is methodically investigating 
whether Mr. Trump and mem- 
bers of his campaign conspired 
with a foreign power to win the 
election — and whether the 
president tried to obstruct the 
investigation from the White 
House. And the president is 
months away from congressional 

Continued on Page A13 


Former Fixer Admits Illegal Payments 
to 2 Women to Sway 716 Campaign 


This article is by William K. Rash- 
baum, Maggie Haberman, Ben 
Protess and Jim Rutenberg. 


Michael D. Cohen, President 
Trump’s former lawyer, made the 
extraordinary admission in court 
on Tuesday that Mr. Trump had di- 
rected him to arrange payments 
to two women during the 2016 
campaign to keep them from 
speaking publicly about affairs 
they said they had with Mr. 
Trump. 

Mr. Cohen acknowledged the il- 
legal payments while pleading 
guilty to breaking campaign fi- 
nance laws and other charges, a 
litany of crimes that revealed both 
his shadowy involvement in Mr. 
Trump’s circle and his own cor- 
rupt business dealings. 

He told a judge in United States 
District Court in Manhattan that 
the payments to the women were 
made “in coordination with and at 
the direction of a candidate for 
federal office,’ implicating the 
president in a federal crime. 

“I participated in this conduct, 
which on my part took place in 
Manhattan, for the principal pur- 
pose of influencing the election” 
for president in 2016, Mr. Cohen 
said. 

The plea represented a pivotal 
moment in the investigation into 
the president, and the scene in the 
Manhattan courtroom was strik- 
ing. Mr. Cohen, a longtime lawyer 
for Mr. Trump — and loyal confi- 
dant — described in plain-spoken 
language how Mr. Trump worked 
with him to cover up a potential 
sex scandal that Mr. Trump feared 
would endanger his rising candi- 
dacy. 

Mr. Cohen also pleaded guilty to 
multiple counts of tax evasion and 
a single count of bank fraud, cap- 
ping a monthslong investigation 
by Manhattan federal prosecutors 
who examined his personal busi- 
ness dealings and his role in help- 
ing to arrange the financial deals 
with women connected to Mr. 
Trump. 

The plea came shortly before 
another blow to the president: His 
former campaign manager, Paul 
Manafort, was convicted in his fi- 
nancial fraud trial in Virginia. The 
special counsel, Robert S. Mueller 
III, had built a case that Mr. Man- 
afort hid millions of dollars in for- 


eign accounts to evade taxes and 
lied to banks to obtain millions of 
dollars in loans. 

Mr. Trump’s lawyers have, for 
months, said privately that they 
considered Mr. Cohen’s case to be 
potentially more problematic for 
the president than the investiga- 
tion by the special counsel. 

But Mr. Trump’s lawyer, Ru- 
dolph W. Giuliani, said in a state- 
ment after Mr. Cohen’s plea, 
“There is no allegation of any 
wrongdoing against the president 
in the government’s charges 
against Mr. Cohen.” 

In federal court in Manhattan, 
Mr. Cohen made the admission 
about Mr. Trump’s role in the pay- 
ments to the women — an adult 
film actress and a former Playboy 
playmate — as he pleaded guilty 
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RALLY In West Virginia, Presi- 
dent Trump ignored the scan- 


dal and stoked fears. Page A10. 


to two campaign finance crimes. 
One of those charges stemmed 
from a $130,000 payment he made 
to the actress, Stephanie Clifford, 
better known as Stormy Daniels, 
in the run-up to the 2016 presiden- 
tial election. Prosecutors said that 
Trump Organization executives 
were involved in reimbursing Mr. 
Cohen for that payment, accept- 
ing his phony invoices that listed it 
as a legal expense. The other 
charge concerned a complicated 
arrangement in which a tabloid 
bought the rights to the story 
about the former Playboy model, 
Continued on Page Al2 


LEGAL CONSEQUENCES Sitting presidents are not typically subject to 
criminal prosecution, but that position could be tested. PAGE A13 


Cost of E.PA.s Pollution Rules: Up to 1,400 More Deaths a Year 


By LISA FRIEDMAN 


WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration has hailed its over- 
haul of federal pollution restric- 
tions on coal-burning power 
plants as creating new jobs, elimi- 
nating burdensome government 
regulations and ending what 
President Trump has long de- 
scribed as a “war on coal.” 

The administration’s own anal- 
ysis, however, revealed on Tues- 
day that the new rules could also 
lead to as many as 1,400 prema- 
ture deaths annually by 2030 from 
an increase in the extremely fine 
particulate matter that is linked to 
heart and lung disease, up to 
15,000 new cases of upper respira- 
tory problems, a rise in bronchitis, 
and tens of thousands of missed 
school days. 

Officials at the Environmental 
Protection Agency, which crafted 
the regulation, said that other 
rules governing pollution could be 
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Cheshire, Ohio. The administration’s analysis of its plan to ease 
pollution rules predicts a rise in disease and premature deaths. 


West Virginia, the heart of Ameri- 
can coal country. “And you know, 
that’s indestructible stuff. In times 


said, making a hand gesture. “You 
can do a lot of things to those solar 
panels, but you know what you 


sis for the first time acknowledged 
that the rollback of the pollution 
controls would also reverse the 
expected health gains from the 
tougher regulations. 

A similar analysis by the E.P.A. 
of the existing rules, which were 
adopted by the Obama adminis- 
tration, calculated that they would 
prevent between 1,500 and 3,600 
premature deaths per year by 
2030, and would reduce the num- 
ber of school days missed by 
180,000 annually. 

The Trump administration pro- 
posal, called the Affordable Clean 
Energy rule, would replace the 
stricter Obama-era regulations 
that were designed to fight global 
warming by forcing utilities to 
switch to greener power sources, 
but which Mr. Trump, the coal in- 
dustry and electrical utilities have 
criticized as overly restrictive. 

But the supporting documents 
show that the E.P.A. expects it to 
allow far more pollutants into the 
atmosphere than the regulation it 


Facebook Says New Campaigns 
Tried to Spread Global Discord 


By SHEERA FRENKEL and NICHOLAS FANDOS 


SAN FRANCISCO — Facebook 
said on Tuesday that it had identi- 
fied multiple new influence cam- 
paigns that were aimed at mis- 
leading people around the world, 
with the company finding and re- 
moving 652 fake accounts, pages 
and groups that were trying to 
sow misinformation. 

The activity originated in Iran 
and Russia, Facebook said. Unlike 
past influence operations on the 
social network, which largely tar- 
geted Americans, the fake ac- 
counts, pages and groups were 
this time also aimed at people in 
Latin America, Britain and the 
Middle East, the company said. 

Some of the activity was still fo- 
cused on Americans, but the cam- 
paigns were not specifically in- 
tended to disrupt the midterm 


counts. The operations “extend 
well beyond U.S. audiences and 
U.S. politics,” FireEye said in a 
preliminary report. 

The global scale of what was un- 
covered far exceeded that of an in- 
fluence operation that Facebook 
revealed last month, in which the 
company said it detected and re- 
moved 32 pages and fake ac- 
counts that had engaged in divi- 
sive social issues ahead of the 
midterms. 

But the aims of the latest cam- 
paigns appeared to be similar to 
those of past operations on the so- 
cial network: to distribute false 
news that might cause confusion 
among people, and to alter peo- 
ple’s thinking to become more 
partisan or pro-government on 
various issues. 
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Coal vs. Climate in Australia 


The country is especially vulnerable to 
climate change, so why did Prime Min- 
ister Malcolm Turnbull abandon a mod- 
est effort to reduce emissions? PAGE A4 


El Salvador Shuns Taiwan 


China is trying to isolate Taiwan diplo- 


Alaska’s Missing Red Salmon 


The fish are what summer tastes like in 
the state. But this season they have too 
often been no-shows. PAGE D1 


Ripple Effect in Groceries 


Since Amazon bought Whole Foods, 
grocers have agreed to a variety of 
deals and partnerships. A $110 million 
stake in Boxed is the latest. PAGE B1 


A New Oil Patch in Utah 


A Canadian company is challenging the 


Liquor With a Sense of Place 


The term “terroir” might seem a little 
highfalutin to attach to most whiskeys. 
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A Parkland Survivor’s Future A Perfectly Imperfect Star 


Maddy Wilford, who was badly injured matically by offering infrastructure idea that oil sands mining is unviable, A film about the tempestuous tennis Some distillers disagree. PAGE D1 
in the school shooting in February, projects to Latin America. PAGE A4 but its method faces questions. PAGE B1 great John McEnroe draws insight from 

interned this summer with a doctor who both Mozart and Jake LaMotta. And EDITORIAL, OP-ED A20-21 
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Confederate Statue Is Toppled 
“Silent Sam,” a feature at the University 
of North Carolina for over a century, 
had become a focus of protests. PAGE A8 


Some Further Reading, Class 
We asked some writers what books they 
would add to a high school curriculum. 
Their choices may surprise you. PAGE C2 (o) 


Seeding Bump for New Mom 
Under a new policy, the U.S.T.A. lifted 
Serena Williams a level in the seedings 
because she had given birth. PAGE B8 


Deporting the Last Nazi 

Jakiw Palij, 95, the last known Nazi war 
crimes suspect on U.S. soil, lived quietly 
in New York for decades. PAGE A14 
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